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In our report for the year 1918 we gave a full description 
of the five areas, — containing in all 11,574 acres, — which had 
been acquired by the Commonwealth under the provisions of 
chapter 720 of the Acts of the year 1914, to be developed as 
forests. This year two lots of 48 acres in all have been pur- 
chased and added to the Harold Parker State Forest; one lot 
of 5 acres has been purchased and added to the Otter River 
State Forest; 308 acres have been purchased and added to the 
Savoy Mountain State Forest; and 450 acres have been pur- 
chased and added to the Myles Standish State Forest. The 
Myles Standish land cost $450; the Harold Parker land cost 
$242; the Savoy land, $1,540; and the Otter River land, $40. 

Most of the appropriation which remained at the close of 
last year for the purchase of lands by the Commonwealth has 
been used for the development of these forests, as follows: 
upon the Harold Parker State Forest 45,000 pine trees have 
been planted at a cost of $523.71; several old cart roads have 
been opened; boundary lines have been bushed out; and a 
survey has been made for a taking by the Commonwealth. 
The expenditures, including the cost of the additional land and 
of planting, have been $1,830.08. 

Upon the Myles Standish State Forest 480,000 white and 
Scotch pine trees have been planted at a cost' of $3,975.23 by a 
crew of thirty to forty men, mostly returned soldiers; and a 
new nursery was picked out in a central location, a water 
system put in, and 250,000 two-year pine seedlings were trans- 
planted into it. An experimental area of 2 acres in a heavy 
stand of scrub oak has been cleared at a cost of $60, proving 
that this method of preparing heavy scrub oak lands for re- 
forestation is too expensive for practical use. About 10 acres 
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also, near the buildings, were cleared of brush. The boundary 
lines, 22 miles in length, which were bushed out a rod in 
width three years ago, have been mowed over, and the fire 
guards on each side of College Pond and Fearings Pond roads 
and of the entrance road from South Carver, amounting to 
8 miles, have been mowed over. There are 8 miles more of 
open roads to be mowed and 15 miles of closed roads to be 
bushed out and put into condition for use as roads and fire 
protection. There has been a great demand for camp sites; 
and, therefore, surveys were made of College, Fearings, Widgeon, 
Clew and Rocky ponds, and on these ponds, two hundred and 
fifty camp sites, with 100 feet shore frontage and 200 feet in 
depth, have been laid oflF. Charge Pond has been reserved for 
the Boy Scouts, and Barretts Pond for the Girl Scouts. Fifty- 
six allotments have been made on College Pond, seven on 
Fearings Pond, and seven on Widgeon Pond. The amount 
received therefor is $623. A garage has been built near the 
superintendent's house, and some minor repairs made in the 
cottage and barn. The telephone line has been rebuilt and 
extended to the bungalow, so as to place a telephone instrument 
near the steel fire tower which the fire warden has built there. 
The expenditures, including the planting, nursery and survey- 
ing, have been $8,034.25. The taking of this forest by the 
Commonwealth is now complete, all claims having been settled. 
Upon the Otter River State Forest 175,000 pine trees, all 
from the local nursery in the forest, have been planted at a 
cost of $1,642.16; and 300,000 seedlings were transplanted into 
the local nursery, now in its fourth season. Since June — the 
month of this transplanting — was very dry and there is no 
water system, the seedlings suflFered severely from drought. 
The fire lines along the railroad and electric lines have been 
mowed over, and the ditches plowed and harrowed. An old 
town road, closed for many years, which runs through the 
south part of the forest, has been bushed out and made passable 
for teams. The drawback to its use is an old bridge over Otter 
River, which is unsafe and has to be bolstered up even for 
temporary use. A new lot of 50 acres acquired last year has 
been surveyed and is incorporated in the forest. Two camp 
sites have been allotted in the forest, one of them to the Brook- 



